






















Conclusion
GMI 2004 marks the culmination of a year's worth of work at carriers, system vendors and government agencies.  While

the event itself is complete, the work of GMI 2004 is far from complete.  As this executive summary is being written, the

GMI 2004 technical team is analyzing data and compiling results that will be published shortly.  The final work product

will serve as a part of a roadmap that will direct the Multiservice Switching Forum's efforts in 2005 and beyond.
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About Multiservice Switching System Technology
Multiservice Switching Systems of the future will be based on a distributed, open architecture which incorporates a 

variety of switching methods - frame, cell or packet-based - designed to support voice, video, private line and data such

as ATM, Frame Relay and Internet Protocol (IP) services.  Such technology may use a broad range of access 

technologies, including traditional Time Division Multiplexing (TDM), Digital Subscriber Line (xDSL), wireless data, and

cable modems.  MSF Implementation Agreements define the requirements of the interfaces between key functional and

physical components found in practical deployments of such systems.

About the Multiservice Switching Forum
The Multiservice Switching Forum (MSF) is a global association of service providers and system suppliers committed to

developing and promoting open-architecture, multiservice switching systems. Founded in 1998, the MSF is an open-

membership organization comprised of the world's leading telecommunications companies. The MSF's activities include

developing implementation agreements, promoting worldwide compatibility and interoperability, and encouraging input to

appropriate national and international standards bodies.  For more information about the MSF and its members, visit the

MSF web site at http://www.msforum.org/.
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